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Abstract:

The following paper is classified under the category of studies interested in “fallacies” from
an argumentative stand-point, and its purpose to prove that argument, whatever its source is,
cannot be classified as either accurate or inaccurate.

It is the context which determines whether to include argument in the category of invalid
or valid fallacies. The context, as a primary factor in the analysis and classification of argument,
is considered a primary feature of the modern dialectical pragmatics in the field of
argumentation; it is also the most important element that these shidies impose on the old
classical reflections interested in fallacies.

Aristotle’s logic puts fixed bases for what he called “sophistical refutations” and influenced
all those who came after him until the advent of the argument school with Perlman where
liberated from the pre-fixed determination and emerged as a leading contend in the modern
dialectical arguments that put open and variable basics to fallacies, governed only by the power
of context .

This paper is merely descriptive, aiming at either supporting the modern dialectical
approach in dealing with this controversial topic “fallacies” or showing its limitation. Again,
the approach to the topic tries to benefit from the American experience in the field of the
argumentative classification of fallacies and looks for new theoretical and experimental
perspectives to give the speaker a more important dimension as he is the context maker at all
times.

Keywords: fallacies, argumentation, context, rhetoric, communication, dialectical pragmatics.
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«ilyadeuxtypes de réfutations : les unes tiennent au discours, les autres sontindépendantes du discours » Aristote, Organon 4
(Les réfutation sophistiques), traduction et notes par J.Tricot, librairie philosophique J.Vrin, 1987 p7.
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« Les vices qui produisent la fausse apparence d'un argument en dépendance du discours sont en nombre de six : ce sont 8
I'homonymie, 'amphibolie, la composition, la division, 'accentuation et la forme de I'expression ». Aristote, Organon, p7.
«pour les paralogismes indépendants du discours, il y en a sept espéces: premiérement en raison de?®
l'accident; secondement quand une expression est prise au sens absolu ou non absolu, mais sous un certain aspect, ou en
considérant le lieu, ou le temps, ou la relation ; troisitmement, en relation de l'ignorance de la réfutation ; quatriémement, en
raison de la conséquence ; cinquiémement, en raison de la pétition de principe ; sixitmement, c'est de poser en cause ce qui
n’est pas cause ; et septiemement, c'est de réunir plusieurs questions en une seule ». Aristote, Organon, p14.
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Douglas, walton, a pragmatic theory of fallacy studies in rhetoric and communication, university of Alabama press, 1995, 34
p210.
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