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Abstract:

Preposing and Postposing is structural feature that is found in some of the structural
functions in Arabic, and there are conditions and rules that govern the compulsory aspect of this
feature. There is also an aspect of probability of this feature that grants speakers more freedom
in structuring their language and manner of articulation. The later aspect was sought after by
grammarians and rhetoricians who tracked its different indications in the contexts and texts of
Arabic until they arrived at a number of objectives which this feature achieves.

The thesis examines the probable side of this phenomenon with an attempt at finding
the semantic and syntactic goal which postposing achieves in some contexts; postposing
happens as a result of extending the terminals of the structure, in other words, sentences are
constructed in the form in which each constituent matches the other and elements of the
sentence are placed according to their relevance to each other. This happens only in long
sentences which are governed by rules that are different from that of short sentences.

Accordingly, this thesis adopts a methodical approach that is based on an introduction, a
theoretical background, three applied topics, a conclusion, and an index of references. The
theoretical section presents the conceptual framework the researcher adopts with the ideas
presented in detail. The applied section discusses firstly the direct object as a structural function,
divided in this research into two subparts; the first is postposing the conveyed message after
“Lam AT-Tabligh” (the letter “lam” which is attached to the intended addressee) and the second
is postposing the singular object. The second part of the applied section discusses postposing
of the subject and the third discusses postposing of the subject of the nominal sentence. Finally,
the conclusion sums up the results of the research.

Keywords:
preposing and postposing, extension of sentences, “Lam AT-Tabligh”, postposing the
object, postposing the subject, postposing the subject of the nominal sentence.
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